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The Englishman Italianate
Is the Devil incarnate.

Their general attitude to the world makes them hate
social experiments, loathe Russia, and sympathize with
the old * traditional obstacles * in Spain. Their Spanish
connections would be amongst the military caste and
the descendants of the 'grandees,* the classes who
were prepared to introduce Moors to keep down their
own countrymen. They would tend to undervalue any
hastily raised popular army, to think that a left-wing
Government must be corrupt and inefficient, and believe
any evil against anyone with anti-clerical beliefs. They
are inclined to form their opinions on historical pre-
cedents, with little regard to whether they are likely
to hold good in this changing world.

The real policy of the Government was largely based
on the situation as seen by people with this sort of
outlook. They knew that Italy and Germany, the two
aggressor Powers against which we were, presumably,
re-arming, had committed themselves, jointly and
deeply, to supporting a military revolt. According to
their view the revolt was bound to be speedily successful
and they looked forward to another Primo de Rivera
dictatorship. Still thinking in terms of battleships and
strong points instead of aeroplanes and submarines they
discounted the strategic advantages which a puppet
dictator would give to Germany in another war, and
the Foreign Office have never really envisaged a war in
which we should be opposed by both Italy and Germany.
They may have taken seriously that queer historical
legend that Spain would always throw off any foreign
control. No one has the faintest idea whether a modern
dictator, supported by foreign arms, could hold his